earliest days of Christianity interpreting the Whore of Babylon of Revelation 17.3-6 as a veiled depiction of Cybele. 6 One approach for explaining why we find such a concentrated attack on the metroac cult would be to seek the answer in the structure of early Christian polemic. One of the standard sources used by Christian apologists to ridicule the beliefs of their opponents was the work of earlier pagan mythographers. St. Augustine's extensive use of Varro is a good example of this technique. The practices attacked are frequently those of early rather than contemporary paganism. 7 Unlike most mystery religions the metroac cult had arrived in Rome early in her history. It could be argued that this early arrival in Rome meant that archaic material on the cult was available for Christian polemicists in a way in which it was not for other sects. Were this the case the number of attacks on Cybele and Attis could be seen as a product of the sorts of source material available to Christian writers rather than any especially marked antipathy on their part towards the metroac cult. However this solution, while superficially attractive, is flawed. Early Roman antiquarian writers such as Varro were interested in early Italian religious practice, not all religious observances performed by their ancestors. As such it is extremely unlikely that they would have provided copious materials for later writers on the subject of Cybele. Christian antipathy to Cybele therefore cannot be explained as an accident of history.
If this literary explanation is unsatisfactory what others are available? Pragmatic considerations need to be examined. Clearly a popular pagan cult, which the metroac cult indubitably was, would be more likely to suffer denunciation than a smaller obscure one as it would have been seen as a more serious rival. However this in itself will not explain the venom and persistence of the attacks. One solution which immediately presents itself is the possibility that the metroac cult was seen as more threatening to Christianity than other pagan religions. Both St. Augustine and Firmicus Maternus dwell on the seductive nature of the cult and the danger they perceive is the nearness of its rituals to those of the Christian church.
St. Augustine's worries may have been justified. The cluster of heresies known normally referred to as "Montanist" in modern writ-
